Effect of chronic interleukin-2 treatment on RES phagocytic activity in the rat.
The effect of chronic interleukin-2 (IL-2) injection upon reticuloendothelial system (RES) function in the rat has been determined. Seven-day treatments with two doses of human recombinant IL-2 resulted in a dramatic reduction in the phagocytic uptake of the liver and spleen, while increasing the weight of both organs. There were dramatic histological changes in the intestine, liver and spleen as well. These results suggest that the chronic use of IL-2 can result in hepatic dysfunction, which is associated with altered RES phagocytic function.